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| can remember as a teenager that my mother wasut#rat her children didn’t run with the wrong
crowd. There were certain guys in my neighborhthad, according to my mother, were “up to no
good.”

If you do a Google search on the words “runnindlite wrong crowd” and “murder” you will find
some 127,000 hits.If you do a Google search on the words “runniridp the wrong crowd” and
“crime” you will find almost 160,000 hits. Thistieus know that murders and crimes of all sortehav
been associated with those that run with the wiog/d.

Those that have run with the wrong crowd have $leein lives changed in the worse possible ways.

Today we are going to look at the consequencesrofing with the wrong crowd. What are the
consequences of running with the wrong crowd?

1. You get the wrong information

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the coungékeafingodly...

The Bible warns the believer over and over nobtanfintimate relationships with the unbeliever.

(2 Cor 6:14 NKJV) Do not be unequally yoked togethith unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessnessrad communion has light with
darkness?

There aren’t many spiritual things we have in commith someone who hasn'’t surrendered to the
lordship of Christ. For example:

1.) We have a different Father. We are children of Gaelsus says in John 8:44 that the unbeliever
has the devil for a father.

2.) We have a different life — Colossians 3:3-4er you died, and your life is hidden with Christ
God. When Christ who is our life appears, then gso will appear with Him in glory.”

3.) We live our life by the Word of God - Psalm 119: 0% our word is a lamp to my feet And a
light to my path.” Jesus is our Lord. But the unbeliever is a ptppthe desires and the dictates
of the world, flesh and the devil.

4.) We have a difference eternal home — Jesus sawhim 34:2b-3" | go to prepare a place for you.
And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will ceragain and receive you to Myself; that where |
am, there you may be alsoThe unbeliever will spend eternity in the Lake oEeF(Rev. 20:14-
15)

When the Apostle Paul write€)o not be unequally yoked together with unbelisydre is using the

imagery of farm animals pulling a plow or some otpiece of farm equipment. He wouldn't yoke a
horse and a pig together...the horse would be triginmull and the pig would be trying to stop for a
meal.

In the same way, Christians should not allow thdweseto be yoked together with non-believers
because there would always be conflict—they wouishpand pull one another in opposite directions.

1 http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=%22runninghwthe+wrong+crowd%22+murder&aq=f&oq=&axi
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A Christian should not partner with an unbelieveaibusiness deal. An unbelieving business partner
may want to invest in products that are immorgbanrchase supplies from a company that doesn't do
business according to biblical principles.

When it comes to marriage, a couple should notegjually yoked. Amos 3:3 say€§an two walk
together, unless they are agreed?'bne is led by the Spirit but their spouse is lbgtthe flesh-- they
are unequally yoked.

* A Christian will want to go to church, but theiragse may insist on sleeping in.

» A Christian will not to watch movies laced with garity and sensuality. An unbelieving spouse
may see nothing wrong with that kind of movie.

* A Christian will want to following the biblical comand to give the first part of their salary to the
Lord each pay period and but a spouse who doe®lhmi Jesus may think that is foolishness.

Did you know that you “run with the wrong crowd”tlie music you listen to dishonors God?

The crowd’s music can give you the wrong informati®Vorldly music can leave ungodly counsel in
your mind through false philosophies about lovigtienships and sins that are explicitly sung about

Do you listen to songs like “Boom Boom PBvand enjoy the beat? Do you know that your soul
absorbs the message which negatively impacts yalk with Christ?

YouTube has over 17 million plays for sofgst | Ever Hady the rapper Drake. This song is laced
with profanity and the sad thing is that cut h&ssar rating.

| wonder how many of our young people in the chdistien to music like that and have had their
values formed and cemented? How many of our ybolth loosely their Christian values because
they rather embrace the values of the world comoated through this kind of music?

| know that music is a controversial subject aaghl not playing the role of the “music police.”

Perhaps you are a Christian parent of teens, whdriea to warn your son or daughter about the
consequences of listening to certain kinds of muBierhaps your teen has responded to your pleas
with something like{You used to listen to music that yoparents had problems with...”

| thought about that and did some research. ldeelci would share with you some excerpts from
songs that were popular during my grandparent’®iggion; then my parents. Followed by my
generation.

A “love song” from my great-grandparent’s generatian:
Let Me Call You Sweetheart (1910)

Let me call you "Sweetheart,” I'm in love with you.
Let me hear you whisper that you love me too.
Keep the love-light glowing in your eyes so true.
Let me call you "Sweetheart,” I'm in love with you.

2 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5ykmEAUzIw




A “love song” from my grandparent’s generation:
Body & Soul (1930)

My heart is sad and lonely

For you | sigh, for you, dear, only
Why haven't you seen it?

I'm all for you, body and soul

| spend my days in longin'

And wond'ring why it's me you're wrongin'
| tell you, I mean it

I'm all for you, body and soul

| can't believe it, it's hard to conceive it

That you'd turn away romance

Are you pretending? It looks like the ending

Unless | could have one more chance to prove, dear

My life a wreck you're making
You know I'm yours just for the taking
I'd gladly surrender / myself to you, body and soul

By the way, this song was once banned for its sstggelyrics.

A “love song” from my parent’s generation:
The Great Pretender (1956)

Oh yes I'm the great pretender (ooh ooh)
Pretending I'm doing well (ooh ooh)

My need is such | pretend too much

I'm lonely but no one can tell

Oh yes I'm the great pretender (ooh ooh)
Adrift in a world of my own (ooh ooh)

| play the game but to my real shame
You've left me to dream all alone

Too real is this feeling of make believe
Too real when | feel what my heart
can't conceal

A “love song” from my generation:
Betcha by Golly Wow (1972)

There's a spark of magic in your eyes
Candyland appears each time you smile
Never thought that fairy tales came true
But they come true when I'm near you

CHORUS:

Betcha by golly wowwow) (wow)

You're the one that I've been waiting for... foreve
And ever will my love for you keep growing strong
Keep growing strong



A “love song” from today’s generation

Well, you can purchase a CD with the tiR%B Love Songs of 20G#hd right on the cover you find a
Parental Advisory for Explicit ContenEnough said.

In Mark 4:24 Jesus say®e careful what you listen to. By your standaifdheeasure it shall be
measured to you; and more shall be given you bsside

Music is a powerful tool for God and but it is alsged by the devil to give you the wrong informatio
SO as to oppress and capture you so that you maghts will (2 Timothy 2:26)

The wrong crowd and getting the wrong information.
If you are married you better watch the crowd yom with. There are a lot of jealous men and
women out there who failed in their marriages aod'tdwant yours to succeed. I've seen couples

poisoned by so-called “friends” who slipped therd b#ormation.

The Scripture says in Psalm 1:Blessed is the man who walks not in the coungéleafingodly...

When you run with the wrong crowd you will get tlveong information.
2. You will get to the wrong destination.

Psalm 1:1 goes on to sdflessed is the man Who walks not in the counstietingodly, Nor stands
in the path of sinners”

Notice the progression in this verse.

First the person iwalkingin thecounselof the godly.
Next, he isstandingin thepath of sinners. (In other words, he’s getting mormtmtable with the
ungodly. Soon he will bsitting in theseatof the scornful.

Last year in ouwinning the War Within Seriegluly 6", 2008) we looked at how the good soldier of
Jesus Christ doesn’t conform the ways of the world

To illustrate this point we looked at a video dlyat showed people influenced by the crowd. The cl
showed a man walking on a lonely street and thieof al sudden a crowd shows up and begins to run.
The man instinctively starts running with them.

In another segment of the video a crowd shows dpsarrounds another man. All of a sudden, as on
key, the crowd drops to the ground and the man sheypyunded, not knowing that it was a stunt, falls
to the ground too!

This is how it is when you run with the wrong crawdou instinctively do what the majority does—
even when you don’t know why they do it. You gdhe direction that the crowd is going even when
you don’t know where they are going.

In Matthew 15:14 Jesus speaks of ‘thind leaders of the blind.” He said;’And if the blind leads
the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

There are many who are following the talk show peadities, politicians, performers, actors theyl wil
be following them right into hell.



Please do not think that | am making a judgmertiéstant here. | am only telling you what Jesus has
already said in Matthew chapter seven:

Matthew 7:13-15 - "Enter by the narrow gate; foideiis the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there ar@anywho go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and
difficult is the way which leads to life, and theme few who find it.”

When you run with the wrong crowd you will get tkeetwrong destination.

3. You take on the same characterizations

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the coungéleafingodly, Nor stands in the path of
sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

Whether you start off running with the wrong croarcthe right crowd, you eventually end up taking
on their characteristics. This is human nature.

When the Lancaster Baptist Church of South Caraliaa in Baltimore helping us with ministry this
past June, my daughter Shannon started musing hbaushe was starting to speak with a southern
drawl—she began to have this cute little twangen gronunciation.

Jack Canfield, the founder and co-creator of tHehbtdollar book brandChicken Soup for the Soul
writes the following,'Attitudes are catchy. Whether they're positivenegative, they're rubbing off

on you. If you're around people who complain, judgeead negative gossip, blame others, and play
victim roles, chances are you do, too.”

You and | take on the same characteristics of thasbhang out with. If you run with the wrong
crowd, you are going to be thinking the wrong wag doing the wrong things.

Many of us are familiar with the television chamctarzan who was raised by apes. He was later
rescued and returns to civilization but rejects Anmmociety because of his love for his tribe ofsape

Well | came across a real life “Tarzan”—a boy whasvactually raised by apes.

He witnessed his father murdering his motherfled. in terror to the jungle . . . was raised bg th
animals . . . and was saved to eventually reprdssrmountry in the Special Olympics.

At the age of three, John Ssaybunnya of Ugandaessed his mother being murdered - some
accounts say she died at the hands of his fatr@umatized by the horror of what he had seen, he
fled into the jungle. And there he should have gied he didn't. He survived because he was
adopted by a troupe of African Green monkeys wihidhien and raised him as their own.

Three years later, in 1991, a tribeswoman saw kemenging for food with the monkeys and reported
it to the people of her village. When the villagéound the boy and attempted to take him away he
climbed up a tree to hide and hurled down sticks.ribnkey guardians put up a ferocious fight,
believing that the humans were trying take awayairtaeir own.

John, for his part, had learned the mannerismssgtihgle guardians, became adept at climbing trees
and lived on a diet of nuts, berries and leavesHewhole of the three years he had been missing.



Back in the village, the terrified six-year-old fuihimself again cast into an alien environment.
Instead of becoming the village idiot, he was piicethe Kamuzinda Christian Orphanage run by the
Paul and Molly Foundation.

Native Ugandans Paul and Molly Wasswa, who havéisibogical children, umpteen fostered and
adopted youngsters and who run a charitable fowordatcorporating schools for 1,500 orphans, were
not fazed by this new addition to their family. "M@s just another child with a child's needs," said
Paul.

He was also, however, a child covered with sores)s and his teeth were brown and broken. He had
a tendency to scratch and bite when you came neame walked like a monkey, couldn't talk and
threw his food around. Even today, he has an empeith monkeys and is very protective of thém.

The danger in running with the wrong crowd longugtois that you eventually become one of them.

| hear it all the time. A teenager from a wellim family gets caught up in a gang and when heigets
trouble his parents say®ut he’s a goodboy.” No, he’s a gang member.

| am reminded of the words of the Apostle John dofin 2:18-19Little children, it is the last hour;
and as you have heard that the Antichrist is comavgn now many antichrists have come, by which
we know that it is the last hour. They went oairflus, but they were not of us; for if they hachbafe
us, they would have continued with us; but theytwanthat they might be made manifest, that none
of them were of us.”

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:33 sa¥8p not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts goodits
When you follow the wrong crowd...

1.) You get the wrong information
2.) You will get to the wrong destination.
3.) You take on the same characterizations

4. You'll experience some of the same tribulations

Psalm 1:3-5 “He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers dadter, that brings forth its fruit in its
season, whose leaf also shall not wither; And wreatee does shall prosper. The ungodly are not
so...”

Unlike the godly man whose tree that is fruitfuthese it is planted close to the refreshing
water...unlike the godly man who leaf doesn’'t witaad who prospers in whatever he does, the one
who runs with the wrong crowd is unfruitful; hedsained; he is exhausted; he is worn out. His leaf
withers and whatever he does deteriorates.

There is the story in the book of Genesis aboutl@aaaughter Dinah who got into trouble running
with the wrong crowd.

Genesis 34:1-2 “Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had baonéacob, went out to see
the daughters of the landrhe word “see” is a Hebrew word that can also aediated, “consider,
discern, (make to) enjoy, have experience, gake,liaed.”

Matthew Henry writes the following in his commentabout Dinah’s decision to see the daughters of
the land:

3 http://lists.ibiblio.org/pipermail/monkeywire/200Rne/000406.htm!
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Young persons, especially females, are never soesaf well off as under the care of pious
parents. Their own ignorance, and the flattery aniifices of designing, wicked people, who
are ever laying snares for them, expose them tatgl@anger. They are their own enemies if
they desire to go abroad, especially alone, amarangers to true religion. Those parents
are very wrong who do not hinder their childrenrfrmeedlessly exposing themselves to
danger.

Indulged children, like Dinah, often become a gaefl shame to their families. Her pretence
was, to see the daughters of the land, to see heyvdressed, and how they danced, and
what was fashionable among them; she went to seé)at was not all, she went to be seen
too. She went to get acquaintance with the Canaanénd to learn their ways. See what
came of Dinah's gadding. The beginning of sin ithadetting forth of water. How great a
matter does a little fire kindle! We should cargfuvoid all occasions of sin and approaches
to it.

As we follow the sad story of Dinah, we learn thahen Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince
of the country, saw her, he took her and lay wéh land violated her.”In other words, he raped her.

As the story continues, we find her brothers takiragters into their own hands and avenging the
violation of their sister by killing all the Hivige This causes all the other nations who hedrisfact
to detest the Israelites all the more.

Dinah took off from her own people and the secuwitg life in allegiance to God’s ways and ran with
the wrong crowd. When you run with the wrong crowalu will face some of the same tribulations
the wrong crowd experiences.

Prov 1:10 My son, if sinners entice you, Do natsent.

Prov 1:11 If they say, "Come with us, Let ushievait to shed blood; Let us lurk secretly for
the innocent without cause;

Prov 1:12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheoll Aaole, like those who go down to the Pit;
Prov 1:13 We shall find all kinds of precious pessions, We shall fill our houses with spoill;
Prov 1:14 Cast in your lot among us, Let us alv@ane purse”;

Prov 1:15 My son, do not walk in the way with th&mep your foot from their path;

Prov 1:16 For their feet run to evil, And they radiaste to shed blood.

Prov 1:17 Surely, in vain the net is spread Insight of any bird,

Prov 1:18 But they lie in wait for their own blgothey lurk secretly for their own lives.

The Bible in Psalm 34:19 teaches that “many aretfietions of the righteous; but the Lord deliser
them out of them all.” There is no such promisetii@ one who runs with the wrong crowd.

5. You may face the same condemnation.

Psalm 1:1-3 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the coungbkaingodly, Nor stands in the path
of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornfuit Bis delight is in the law of the LORD, And irsHi
law he meditates day and night. He shall be likeea Planted by the rivers of water, That brings
forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shat wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.”

Psalm 1:4-6"The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaffethihe wind drives away. Therefore
the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Noners in the congregation of the righteous. Far th
LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the wakefingodly shall perish.

When you follow the wrong crowd...



4.) You get the wrong information

5.) You will get to the wrong destination.

6.) You take on the same characterizations

7.) You'll experience some of the same tribulations

Lastly, when you follow the wrong crowd, you magdahe same condemnation.

The psalmist says, ."the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nlamex's in the congregation of
the righteous. For the LORD knows the way of thkteous, But the way of the ungodly shall
perish.”

* It was the unbelieving crowd that laughed at andkad Noah for building an ark when it had
not ever rained. This same crowd perished whemaine and the flood waters came.

* It was the crowd that murmured against Moses andidm the wilderness. This same crowd
perished when the earth opened and swallowed tipem u

* Itwas a crowd who spied out the land of Canaangave a bad report. It was these same
spies that died by a plague and those who follothheth, 20 years and older, weren’t allowed
to enter into the Promised Land.

* It was the crowd that followed the rebellious Alosa) King David’s son.

* It was the crowd that followed Jesus for the brasad fish but forsook Him when Jesus said,
“Take up your Cross and follow Me.”

* It was the same crowd that said “Hosanna in thkdstj to Jesus but just hours later cried out
to Pilate,"Crucify Him, Crucify Him.”

* It will be a crowd who will worship the beast andlwake the mark of the beast on their hand
or forehead.

* It will be a crowd whose names will not be foundhe Lamb’s Book of Life and will be cast
into the lake of fire.

When you follow the wrong crowd...You get the wronfprmation; You will get to the wrong
destination; You take on the same characterizgtiéos’ll experience some of the same tribulations
and you may face the same condemnation.

But there is “the right crowd.” There is nothingong with running, just as long as you run with the
right crowd.

The Right Crowd

Psalm 122:1 say$l, was glad when they said to me, "Let@s into the house of the LORD.That’s
the crowd | want to follow!

We need to hang out with people with the same wjdiging to fulfill the same purpose; people who
are on the same road, leading to the same destinati

We need to hang out with people are a member adreebody and filled with the one Spirit, who are
called in one hope of their calling; realizing thés one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through aill & them all. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

Hebrews 10:23-25 refers us to motto of this “rigtdwd:”

Letus hold fast the confession @fir hope without wavering, for He who promised ishfiaik.
And letus consider one another in order to stir up love gobd works, not forsaking the
assembling oburselvegogether, as is the manner of some, but exhodimeanother and
so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

8



Revelations 7:9-12 teaches us the song of thisit'egowd.”

In this section of Scripture the Apostle John vejtAfter these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could number, of all natidnbes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white splvath palm branches in their hands, and crying
out with a loud voice, saying,

"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the tlet@and to the Lamb!"... "Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom, Thanksqiving and honor and power anghinBe to our God forever and ever. Anién.

That's the song of the “right crowd.”



