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According to an old legend God once sent two ang@igrom heaven, each with a basket, to bring
back the prayers of those on earth. One was aelArig hanksgiving. This angel started with a large
basket. The other was the Angel of Petitions ouests and carried a small basket.

When they returned, each was in trouble. The AnfBletitions came back with an over flowing
basket and had filled a sack as well. The Angdltainksgiving had only three offerings in his large
basket.

It is sad that this legend reflects some truth.sMi us do pray, and in our prayers we usuallypagbl
our burdens, fears, wants, and requests to Godiginity so. The problem is that only here and¢he
do we express a word of thanks for answered praygthe blessings received.

Sometimes we treat God no better than some chilgeah Santa Claus. | am told that each year
before Christmas the Post Office receives thousahlitters from children, addressed to Santa Claus
In the months that follow Christmas, there areettets of thanks.

The Bible tells us Jesus cleansed ten leperswéié greatly blessed, but only one returned tokthan
the Great Physician, Jesus. What did Jesus dhg tine? He said, "Where are the nine?"

Today while you are driving it is not uncommon $mmeone to signal their intent to merge into your
lane—you yield to their desire and they do notoffgesture of thanks. Sometimes this happens
when | open the door for a woman—they never sayaibhing word.

But it is sadder that even on “Thanksgiving Daygriéawill be hundreds of thousands of families all
across the nation that will cook a scrumptious nagal then tear into it like a hungry dog into his
bowl of food--without even thanking our God who yided it.

In 2 Timothy 3:2 the Apostle Paul says that “in th&t days people would be “unthankful.” With this
in mind, let’s look into some possible reasons whgple fail to give thanks.

l. Why do peoplefail to give thanks?
A. People fail to give thanks because of a lack ahfar belief in God.

It was in elementary school that | first learnedatthe history of Thanksgiving Day. | was taught
that those who settled in the New Land, Americielmated the first Thanksgiving Day. They, along
with the Indians had a great feast to thank ang@i@od who gave them passage across the ocean
and who also gave them a bountiful harvest.

A song we used to sing public schoolwas "We Gather Together (to ask the Lord's blgssjn
Another was Come Ye Thankful People Come.”

Come, ye thankful people, come; Raise the songreést home.
All is safely gathered in; Ere the winter stormgjine
God, our maker, doth provide; For our wants to bhpgied.
Come to God's own temple, come; Raise the songroést home.



Today, many of our kids in school are being taught Thanksgiving Day is a commemoration of the
time when the Pilgrims had a dinner to thank théwdaAmericans for helping them out with some
corn.

Did you know that when you give thanks, you givartks tosomeon2 When you give thanks,
whether to a person or to God, you have to humiieself and express appreciation for something
that someone did for you.

It is hard for some to do this. Pride keeps maagnfacknowledging their need and pride keeps many
from offering thanks when that need is met.

Without recognition of God, thanksgiving becomest m shallow happiness in what we have.

Today many rejoice for what they have; but how mexyress genuine thanksgiving? The ten lepers
were healed were all happy that they had been thedleprosy yet only one gave thanks.

Millions of kids that will open up presents thisr@tmas--most will express excitement and happiness
saying things like;Wow!,” “Awesome!,” “Look what | got!,” “Where arethe batteries?"but few
will say "Thank-you"to their parents, much less our Father in heaven.

Colonial merchant Timothy Dexter saldn ungrateful person is like a hog under a tre@ren
acorns but never looking up to see where they doone"

Many fail to give God thanks because they do nbébe that He is the source of all the good things
they have and experience. Is this you? Are ydindgto give thanks because you really don’t have
an active faith and belief in God.

B. People fail to give thanks because they don’t e bwn unworthiness for the things they
receive.

If you are employed, how many of you thank your &wper for your pay check? Is it necessary to say
“Thanks” to your job for the pay you laboured toewe? Are they doing you a favor when they hand
you your pay check? After all, you've done the kvagquired of you. You've earned your pay.

Scripture bears record of this truth. In Romads #:says, Now when a man works, his wages are
not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligat{ftnom his employer)

When you get paid, your job is obligated to pay famuwork performed. But when someone gives
you a gift, something you have not earned, thenkbare in order.

In James 1:17-18 it is writtefE:very good gift and every perfect gift is from aepand comes down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is noiathon or shadow of turning. Of His own will He
brought us forth by the word of truth, that we ntigh a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”

The air we breathe and the food we eat are gits {God. The articulation of speech and the ability
to move our limbs are gifts from God. We can’tadmugh to earn these blessings thus when we
receive them they would not be considered pay fikvperformed—they are gifts.

In fact the Bible teaches that in spite of our urthvoess, God still blesses us because of His great
love for us.

Paul teaches this truth in Ephesians chapter ense one and two he writegs'for you, you were
dead in your transgressions and sins, in which ysed to live when you followed the ways of this
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world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the alre tspirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient.”

But in verse five Paul writeSeven when we were dead in trespasses, (God) maa@dive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved)...”

When we thank God for life, limb and His provisiave are humbly acknowledging our unworthiness
to receive these gifts from His hand. Humility ahenks go hand in hand.

So our lack of thankfulness—our ungratefulness sgaing from ouipride. Could it be that we don’t
give thanks because deep down we feel that we éemveed or otherwise deserve the things that we
have received.

We eat right, exercise, take our vitamins; don’oke) drink or take drugs—our health is good
because we don'’t abuse the temple we live in. Whedd an aunt who died of lung cancer but was not
a smoker.

A commercial advertising a new car tells us thatdeserve to drive their vehicle. A fast food
franchise tells us that we “deserve a break tod@yvacation resort tells us that we work hard and
“owe it to ourselves” to retreat to their exotitaisd.

However, when we have caught the biblical trutbwf own sinfulness, our unworthiness for any of
the things which we have received, then we beglittop our voice in praise and thanks to God. He
has given us all of His gifts, in spite of the fdwat we don't deserve them.

Our thanks to God should usher from hearts thatg®ize God's holiness and our own sinfulness.
Our thanks to God should come from hearts that@eledge God's mercy in not dealing with us
according to our sin.

Our thanks to God should pour forth from heart$ #na expressing appreciation for God'’s blessing to
a person who isn’t worthy of the blessing.

People fail to give thanks because of a lack ahfar belief in God.
People fail to give thanks because they do nobseewn unworthiness for the things they receive.

C. People fail to give thanks and praise to God beeahsy might question His goodness in their
lives.

For some people, finding evidence of God’s goodaesksblessing in their lives is like searchingdor
needle in a haystack. They reason, “How can | thaeeks for the good things in my life, if | can't
find them?

For these people they are there but buried undesuand of bitter experiences, disappointment,
sickness, heartache or loss. Perhaps this dessoib@sone in this sanctuary.

You feel like the prophet Elijah who sat discourdg@ad maybe even depressed under the juniper tree
saying to God,"l have had enough, LORD. Take my life!" (1 Kidgs4)

The Scripture says th&Every good gift and every perfect gift come froboee...” But what about
those times when life seems less than good?

Many are going through “not so good times” rightwnor his reminds me of the sarcasm in the theme
song of the TV sitcom, “Good Times:”



Just lookin' out of the window.

Watchin' the asphalt grow.

Thinkin' how it all looks hand-me-down.
Good Times, yeah, yeah Good Times

Keepin' your head above water
Makin' a wave when you can

Temporary layoffs - Good Times.

Easy credit rip offs - Good Times.
Scratchin’ and surviving - Good Times.
Hangin’ in a chow line - Good Times.
Ain’t we lucky we got ‘em - Good Times.

And then you have the well meaning family membeis faiends try to encourage you with clichés:

* It could be worse

* You'll survive

* Every cloud has a silver lining

* There is a light at the end of the tunnel
» After the rain comes a rainbow

* It's always darkest before the dawn

» Cheer up, it's not the end of the world
* This too, shall pass

When life seems less than good, how do we givekgfanThe apostle Paul doesn’t spout off another
cliché, he tells us in | Thessalonians 5:/X8ive thanks in all circumstances, for this is Godill for
you in Christ Jesus."

Do you think Paul is saying that we have to given#ts for the bad things? Paul is not saying takha
God for the bad things; what he is saying is thatowght to thank God in the midst of dnad
situation.

We thank God in the midst of our bad situation biseaHe uses bad situations for our good. Paul says
in Romans 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God works for thedof those who love him,

who have been called according to his purpose.tRose God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of his Sdn

Paul is letting us know that God permits some baugs to happen in our lives that we might be
"conformed to the image or likeness of His Sonygdé&hrist.”

Our problem is that we don't always see that Gadbikinggoodwhen we are encompassed by the
bad. Our problem is that we only see the bad thing

Satan wants us to be preoccupied with the circumsta He wants us love, protect, and pamper
ourselves in order to numb ourselves from the pathe circumstances.

God wants us to look for what He is teaching usugh the circumstances. That is why James in his
letter says;Count it all joy when you fall into various trialknowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance. But let endurance have itepework, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking nothing.”



James goes on to say, “If you need help in undwigig God’s purpose for your trial’—or in other
words,"“if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of Gothovgives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him.”

Let me share with you a verse from Hebrews chdptethat is an amazing truth.
Although He was a Son, He learned obedience frenthings which He suffered. (Heb 5:8)

This verse is referring to the Son of God, JesussClearningobedience The Bible teaches that
Jesus was perfect and He never disobeyed His Higavatiner; yet the Scriptures say Hearned
obedience from the things which He suffered."

This phrase doesn’t mean that Jesus was ever digoie It means that He learned (through
experience as a Man and through all His temptatrahsuffering) what it meant to suffend triumph
in a way He did not experience before He came ttih @ a man.

It is hard, for example, at the moment of a tridlsas when you're laid off, to say, “Lord, | am
persuaded that your way is best for fulfilling ygurpose in me." Yet Jesus responded in this way
when“He came unto His own and His own received Him'nh@iohn 1).

When you are filled with sorrow over the loss dbaed one, it's difficult to look to the Lord andyg
“You give and take away, you give and take wayss#d be the Name of the LordBut this is what
Job did when all of his kids were killed.

When your heart is broken and the stinging paibetfayal and treachery has you in its grip, it's
difficult to look up and say'Lord, | know that you love me with an everlastioge." Yet Jesus
responded in this way when Judas betrayed Him ater Benied knowing Him.

Some have a hard time giving thanks unto the Lexhbse they question His goodness in their lives.
In the secret place of their heart they ask, "Haw God call Himself “good” when He allows me to
suffer so much?" Is this you?

People fail to give thanks because of a lack ahfar belief in God.
People fail to give thanks because they do nobseewn unworthiness for the things they receive.

People fail to give thanks and praise to God beeahsy might question His goodness in their lives.
D. People fail to give thanks because they daninttheir blessings.

This is not the answer that person in the middle bitter experience might expect to receive. How
many of us would say to a couple whom have lostild,c'Don't cry; count your blessings. You have
two other healthy children.”

A better answer would bé&Have faith in the power of Aimighty God to bringuythrough this valley
and to bring glory to Himself even in thisY'et wemustcount our blessings. Yet vmeustpraise God
for "two healthy children.”

As we count our blessings we will soon find that Iees are filled with so much goodness from God.
As we count our blessings we will soon find that lpees are not the hell our human sin deserves.
As we count our blessings we will soon find that Bleavenly Father loves us with an everlasting
love and is drawing us with His loving-kindnessrémiah 31:3)



| dare you to count your blessings. | dare yotake a piece of paper and to make two columns on
it—one side for blessings and the other side fatst—watch your “blessings” quadruple your “tridls.

The Bible frequently calls us toward praise. lalRs103 we are called upon to praise or thank God
with all that we arePraise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost beingige his holy name."

Psalm 107 gives several reasons from Israel'srgigiagive thanks unto God.

In this hymn of praise, the psalmist presents fooird pictures of the nation's deliverance from
captivity (vv. 4-32). He presents Israel as:

» Travellers in distress being guided to a city @8);

* Prisoners in a dungeon being released (vv. 10-16);

» Sick men being restored to health (vv. 17-22); and

» Sailors on a turbulent sea safely brought to ttiegtination (vv. 23-32).

Each of these word pictures starts vatproblem(vv. 4-5, 10-12, 17-18, 23-27), menticmprayer
(vv. 6a, 13a, 19a, 28a), watcheed's provisior(vv. 6b-7, 13b-14, 19b-20, 28b-30), and usherthfor
praise(vv. 8-9, 15-16, 21-22, 31-32).

Our lives are no different than the men and womka liwved during the time Psalm 107 was written.

* When we have problems; we can pray
* When we pray; God provides
*  When God provides we have an opportunity to preise.

After these word pictures in Psalm 107, the psdlsays:

“Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for Bla®dness, And for His wonderful works to the
children of men! Let them exalt Him also in theeasbly of the people, And praise Him in the
company of the elders(Psa 107:31-32)

1. How areweto express” Thanks?" (Three ways)
A. We are to live thankfully.

Ezra 3:10-11 saysSWhen the builders laid the foundation of the teenpf the LORD, the priests stood
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Leviteg fons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD,
according to the ordinance of David king of Isra&hd they sang responsively, praising and giving
thanks to the LORD: "For He is good, For His meenydures forever toward Israel.”

When we come to church on Sunday we have a tirpeaigse and worship of our God. But you need
to know that Scripture teaches that what we doaekly worship is only a token of the entire
direction of our lives. Remember what Paul saiBamans 12:1;Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in
view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as livsagrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your
spiritual act of worship."

Paul writes in Ephesians 5:20 that we should'diging thanks always for all things to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ...”

In Colossians 3:17 the following commarnédnd whatever you do in word or deed, do all in treme
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Fathesugh Him.”



In Hebrews 13:15 we are told,.By Him let us continually offer the sacrificé praise to God, that is,
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”

Thanksgiving should be a way of life for the Chast—we are to live thankfully. This truth is
illustrated in the life of a little boy of a Vietnmeese refugee family was having a difficult timerfeag
English. He had a particular problem with "g'stl&ls."

On Thanksgiving Day he attended church services g family. After the service he tried hard

to join in on the Thanksgiving greeting. He weptta the pastor and shook his hand and said,
"Happy Thanksliving, pastor!"

Hopefully that is where you are. Happy ThanksAgi We are to live thankfully.

B. We are called to present thank-offerings.

Psalm 107:22 say¥. et them sacrifice thank-offerings and tell of hisrks with songs of joy."

This verse refers to the Old Testament worshipentémple. When one thinks of the word "sacrifice"
in this context he or she usually thinks of an ifig of a lamb or a goat. However, the Old Testatme
sacrifices were not all bloody sacrifices. Mangrgaces were expressions tifanks to Godor the

gifts He had already given.

When the harvest came, the faithful Israelite wiprshwould present a sacrifice of the first fruits.

When a couple received their first child, they wbptesent an appropriate sacrifice of thanks to.God

Presenting “thank-offerings” is a part of who we as children of God. When you give a percentage
of your income each pay period, you are sayingatikyou Lord!”

A new Christian was put to work ushering and reiogithe offering and was very
enthusiastic about his duties. One day, whileectithg the offering, he stopped in front of
the town's old miser, who was known never to pytlang in the plate.

This man paid no attention to him, but the yourip¥eremained standing, with the plate
under the miser's nose. Some of the other ushedsttd signal him to move on, but he
continued to stand there.

Finally, in a loud voice that carried around therch, he asked the miser, "Ain't you goin' to
put anything in the offering?"

"No," answered the miser gruffly. "Well, then,'Ic¢he usher, "take some out. After all, it's
for the heathen."

That usher's tact may have left something to beetbdut his understanding of faith was on target.

How can we say that we are a follower of Jesus, temwwe say we are genuinely thankful for all the
blessings God has bestowed upon us, when we faresent thank-offerings to him?

How do we express "thanks?" First, we are to g§uimankfully. Second, we are called to present
thank-offerings.



C. We are to tell of God's works with songs of joy.

Besides expressing their gratitude to God throhghk-offerings, the Old Testament worshipers
would sing or chant a psalm which described Gookslgess to them. Many psalms in the Bible are
"thanksgiving hymns" for God's goodness to theewrit

Psalm 107:22 is a call to give thanks in worstart of the reason we are to come to worship week
by week is simply to give God praise and thanksgjJor His goodness to us.

Sometimes we come home from a church service aratevdisappointed. The music did not fit our
taste. The sermon did not fit us. We may evemkitHiWwhat a waste of time. | didn't get anything o
of the service." When you think that way you shicagk yourself, "What did | come for?"

We need to remember that the primary reason we ¢omigurch is not get something out of it but to
give something. We come to church to give praas@ad for what He has given us all week.

Let me tell you something very important. Whenrchuneets and you're not there, you have robbed
God of the praise due Him because the Word of Ggd, sEnter His gates with thanksgiving and His
courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise Name.”

Someone might be thinking, “I have no problem is Hrea—I am at church every Sunday.” My
guestion to you then is this: ‘Do you worship? y@a praise Him? Do you offer up thanks to Him?

The Bible teaches that God deserves our faithfuktip more than our formality. Psalm 69:30-31
says, T will praise God's name in song and glorify hintwihanksgiving. This will please the LORD
more than an ox, more than a bull with its hornd &ofs.”

| believe that the Psalmist is saying here thagilimg of thanks to God is more precious to Hirarth
the formality associated with coming to church.m@&geople go to church just so that they can say
that they went to church. But God wants us to con@der to give Him thanks with songs of joy!

The Psalmist also says that there is a side behafibccurs when we give thanks.

It should be no secret that we at GraceWay Chuwclmcerned about reaching our community. The
Psalmist says that the giving of thanks testimonyto our community. In Psalm 69:32 the psalmist
says, The poor will see and be glad-- you who seek Gag, your hearts live!”

How are we to express our thanks? First, we aligitay thankfully. Second, we are called to prase
thank--offerings. Thirdly, we are to come to chuend praise God. We are to express our thanks by
being in worship and singing songs of praise.

Conclusion
In 1860, a ship went aground on the shore of Lakehigan near Evanston. Edward
Spencer, a ministerial student, one of those ragdhiose trapped in the water, threw himself
repeatedly into the frigid waters to rescue 17 @agsrs. In the process, his health was
permanently damaged. Some years later at hisdyniewas noted that not one of the people
he rescued ever thanked him.

The Bible says in Romans 5:6-8:

“... At just the right time, when we were still pentess, Christ died for the ungodly.



Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous mamulgh for a good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his lowa for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.”

While we were powerless to save ourselves, Chaigtd us.
While we were struggling to keep afloat, spirityadpeaking, Christ rescued us.
While we were coming up for that last gasp of @inrist died for us.

A lady was on a steam boat when her little gidl dsferboard. Needless to say, the mother
was frantic. A man on the boat had a large dog. ddy was directed to leap into the water
and save the child. That is just what the dogasid swam ashore with the little girl pulling

her along with part of her dress in his mouth.

As expected, the mother grabbed her saved chitbkissed her again and again and again.
Then turning to the dog, she hugged and kissediti@twith a heart full of gratitude to the
animal.

That's more than some people have ever done fos &&wist, although He hung on the Cross to save
them from sin and hell.

Are you more like one of the 17 passengers whoma¥ered one word of thanks to their rescuer, or
this grateful mother who would stoop so low asug And kiss a dog. I'm not suggesting that yosi kis
a dog but | am strongly encouraging you to kissSbe of God.Psalm 2:12 says, “Kiss the Son, lest
he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, ifowinath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all
who take refuge in him.”

Remember the sinful woman that Jesus forgave?s Jessiat a party when this woman decides to
pour all her expensive perfume on his feet and wiasim. The Pharisee who had invited Him to the
party was embarrassed and complained that if Jeasis real prophet, He would know that a "sinner"
is touching Him. Luke writes:

Then he turned toward the woman and said to Siffidmyou see this woman? | came into
your house. You did not give me any water for ra it she wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You did not give mess kibut this woman, from the time |
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. Yoodtigut oil on my head, but she has poured
perfume on my feet. Therefore, | tell you, her n&ny have been forgiven--for she loved
much. But he who has been forgiven little lovéle lit(Luke 7:44-47 NIV)

As a Christian, the more you realize the depthroflsat you were rescued from and the more you
comprehend how much you have been forgiven, the ipou will want to express your gratitude to
God in living for Him.

We are to live thankfully. We are to present thafflerings. We are say “thanks” with songs of joy.

Let’s end this message together with a song othayexpresses our gratitude to the Lord:

Thank You Lord; Thank You Lord Thank You Lordusi want to thank You Lord.
‘Cause you've been so good; You've been so goaeh Be good... | just want to thank You Lord.

You saved my soul; You saved my soul; Saved my. $gust want to thank You Lord.

Let’s pray.



